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Ebenezer Burrill, Jr.

(Hon. Ebenezer3, Lt. John2, George1)

Born February 6, 1702/03, he married (Intention Lynn July 29, 1725) Mary Mansfield born February 6, 1702/03, daughter of General Joseph and Elizabeth (Williams) Mansfield (Joseph Mansfield and Mary (Hart) Mansfield, says Gardner).  He held numerous public offices between 1756 and 1775, including eleven years in the legislature.  In 1768 he was chosen “by a great majority” to represent Lynn at a convention at “Funnels (Faneuil) Hall” in Boston.  The purpose of the Convention (in 1768) was to explore ways to obtain “The Constitutional rights and privileges of the inhabitants of the Province which they ought to enjoy by charter.”  In truth, it also had as its purpose “to seek the means of securing independence.”  In May 1773, the town instructed Ebenezer Burrill to “encourage a free communication with our sister colonies.”  The following year the town made preparations for laying in a store of ammunition.  On October 5, 1774, against the orders of the Colonial Governor, ninety representatives met at Salem and on October 7, formed the Provincial Congress.  Ebenezer Burrill and John Mansfield were the members from Lynn.  In 1775 Lynn was guarded each night by a twelve man watch, with Ebenezer authorized to give permits to persons to pass as necessary.  He did not live to see independence achieved, his death occurring in 1778.  He, with the consent of his wife Mary, conveyed to Joseph Douty and William Twiss, Jr., both of Danvers, a piece of salt marsh in Chelsea, July 7, 1759.  On March 5, 1762, with Moses Newhall, he sold to Pompey (a negro) two acres of land in Lynn.  He conveyed to Caleb Downing, Jr. of Lynn, for L26.13.04, a 22 acre lot of pasture land in Lynn.  He served as assessor from 1759 to 1770 and again from 1772 to 1775, town clerk from 1756 to 1764 and in 1768, 1769, 1770, 1772 and 1775, selectman from 1756 to 1775, with the exception of the years 1765 and 1767.  He was representative to the General Court from 1764 to 1774.  At the outbreak of the Revolution he joined the patriotic societies of the time.  He was a delegate to the first Provincial Congress, at Salem, October 7, 1774.  He died at Lynn May 20, 1778 in his 77th year.  His will dated February 17, 1777, was probated August 3, 1778.  In this document he mentions his wife Mary, daughters Mary Tuttle, Lois Newhall, Sarah Stocker, and daughter Martha Newhall’s children, Bridget and Lucretia Newhall.  He also mentioned his seven sons, John, Joseph, Ebenezer, Mansfield, Thomas, James and Ezra.  His inventory dated April 6, 1779, showed an estate valued at L4547.04.02.  The real estate was divided amongst his seven sons.  His widow, Mary Burrill, died April 1786, ae 77 years.  Her will dated January 7, 1782, was probated April 4, 1787.  She mentioned her seven sons (named in Ebenezer’s will), her grandchildren, Samuel, John, Ebenezer, Burrill, Mary, Ezra and Abigail Tuttle; daughters Lois Newhall and Sarah Stocker; grandaughters Bridget and Lucretia Holland, “children of my deceased daughter Martha Newhall.”  Her sons-in-law, James Newhall and Amos Stocker, were appointed executors.  The inventory, dated April 27, 1787, gave the value of her estate as L132.13.00.  Ebenezer is buried at the Old Burial Ground.  From Lynn to Brooklyn, by William Henry Burrill, New York Public Library.  N.E.H.G.R., Headstone Inscriptions, Old Burial Ground, Lynn, Massachusetts.

                        Here lies the body of Ebenezer Burrill, Esq.

                         who departed this life May 20th A.D. 1778

                                       in the 77th year of his life.

Children:

John               8/29/1726-12/14/1793

Joseph            6/25/1728-12/4/1791

Martha          12/19/1730-12/27/1759

Mary              2/20/1732/33-8/6/1778

Ebenezer, III  2/14/1734/35-5/20/1788

Lois                5/9/1737-7/17/1805

Mansfield      10/01/1739-1/10/1826

Thomas           9/20/1741

James              3/7/1743/44-1825

Ezra                 5/10/1746

Sarah               8/15/1748-6/2/1819                                          
